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THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF
THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO

April 13. 1998

Immediately following an Emergency Executive Session on Monday, April 13, 1998, the Regents
of the University of New Mexico convened in open meeting in the Roberts Room of Scholes HalL
The only agenda item concerned the Presidential Search. A copy of the public notice of the meeting
is on file in the Office of the President.
Regents Present:
Larry D. Willard, President
David A. Archuleta, Vice President
Kimberly A. Richards, Secretary/Treasurer
Barbara G. Brazil
Penny Taylor Rembe
Mary A. Tang
Richard Toliver

•

Also Present:
Advisors to the Regents
Jason Bousliman, President, Associated Students ofUNM
David Miertschin, President, Graduate & Professional Students Association
Kari Ward-Karr, President, Staff Council
Beulah Woodfin, President, Faculty Senate
Members ofthe Administration, the media and others
Absent:
George Friberg, President, Alumni Association
Richard Morris, President, UNM Foundation

******
Regent President Larry D. Willard called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.

******
EXECUTIVE SESSION

•

Immediately following the open meeting on April 9, 1998, the Regents met in Executive Session
regarding pending/threatened litigation, pursuant to Section 10-IS-I-H.(7) NMSA 1978, and limited
1

personnel matters, pursuant to Section 10-15-I-H.(2) NMSA 1978. The Regents hereby attest that
the only matters discussed in the Executive Session were pending/threatened litigation and limited
personnel matters as noticed.

•

******
EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Board of Regents met in Emergency Executive Session regarding threatened/pending litigation
pursuant to Section 10-15-1-H.(7) NMSA 1978, on Saturday, April 11, 1998, at 10 a.m. in the
Roberts Room, Scholes Hall. All Regents were present (Regent Barbara Brazil participated via
conference telephone), and attest that the only matters discussed in the Emergency Executive Session
were pending/threatened litigation as noticed.

******
EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Board of Regents met in Emergency Session regarding threatened/pending litigation pursuant
to Section 10-15-1-H.(7) NMSA 1978, on Monday April 13, 1998, at 5 p.m. in the Roberts Room,
Scholes Hall. All Regents were present and attest that the only matters discussed in the Emergency
Session were pending/threatened litigation as noticed.

******
PUBLIC INPUT

•

There was no public input.
PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH

Regent President Larry D. Willard made the following statement.
"The recent litigation over the presidential search has brought us to a crossroads.
"We believe the University conducted the search with absolute integrity and fairness. We
had an outstanding Search Committee that did its best to complete a difficult job. However,
in litigation brought by the Foundation for Open Government ("FOG") and the Albuquerque
Journal, Judge Baca interpreted the taping of the individual meetings between a regent and
a candidate as a likely violation of the 1991 Consent Decree, which we believed we were
following. FOG and the Journal demanded disclosure ofthe names of the candidates who
had been taped before UNM could select a President.
"In a desire to complete the search, without violating our commitment of confidentiality to
the candidates, the University agreed to the extraordinary step of inviting for campus
2
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interviews all of the candidates whose meetings with a regent had been taped (plus four
others who had not been taped but who had been in the pool when the taping began). It
would be up to each candidate to participate or not as he or she saw fit. If a candidate
declined the interview, his or her name would never be disclosed. Our agreement to invite
additional candidates was done in good faith. We believe it complied with Judge Baca's
ruling, while also allowing UNM to honor its commitment to the candidates not to reveal
their names if they did not want to go forward in the search.
"On Thursday, we thought we had a settlement on this reasonable basis. But FOG and the
Journal then came back, demanding major changes in the Consent Decree that had nothing
to do with the issues in the lawsuit. The changes they proposed would make it virtually
impossible for UNM to recruit an outstanding president. They would impose ground rules
on us that are completely contrary to the way universities all over the country conduct
searches.

•

"We refuse to abandon the principles we believe are essential to our ability to attract highly
qualified, outstanding candidates for the position of president. We are unable to bring the
search to conclusion in light of the temporary injunction halting the search and the refusal
of FOG and the Journal to agree to a reasonable settlement. We are unwilling to continue
in limbo with the search or to invite additional candidates to campus while litigation is
pending. We will not do anything that might cause us to violate our commitment of
confidentiality to candidates.
"Therefore, the Regents believe the search must be terminated. We are profoundly distressed
to have to come to this conclusion. However, we believe we have no other choice and are
dismayed that FOG and the Journal would seek to extract settlement conditions beyond the
points in their lawsuit and beyond what we could possibly accept as their price for permitting
this search to continue.
"This is a difficult decision and one we did not take lightly. We have no plans to initiate a
new search at this time. We know that people will be concerned about who will lead the
University after President Peck's resignation becomes effective in August. As a separate
matter over the next several days we will seek wise counsel and consider the best course of
action for the University in the immediate future."
Regent Kimberly Richards moved to terminate the presidential search at UNM. Regent Mary Tang
seconded the motion.
Voice vote was taken and Board members unanimously agreed.
Motion carried.

•

******

Meeting adjourned at 6: 11 p.m.
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APPROVED:

•

ATTEST:

Secretary Treasurer

•
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